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GUIDELINES for the PARTICIPANTS in 
the ResPubliQA 2009 exercise 

 
 
 
 

I.  TASK OVERVIEW 

 

1. GOAL: Find the single paragraph that answers a question in natural language. 
 

2. TASK SCENARIO: the questioner is a citizen interested in gaining insight in 
European legislation. The questions must be understood "according to EU 
legislation". 

 

3. DOCUMENT COLLECTION: Subset of JRC-Acquis1 corpus about European 
legislation that has parallel translations aligned at the paragraph level in Bulgarian, 
Dutch, English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Romanian and Spanish. This 
subset is available at the ResPubliQA website: 
http://celct.isti.cnr.it/ResPubliQA/Downloads 

 

4. QUESTIONS: a pool of 500 independent questions that can be answered by one 
single paragraph in the collection. As a difference with the previous QA tasks at 
CLEF, the questions are not grouped by topics, there are no NIL questions, and in 
the case of LISTS, all the requested items will be included in the paragraph to be 
returned. 

 

5. ANSWERS: each question must receive one of the following two responses: 
a) A paragraph with the candidate answer. Paragraphs to be returned are 

explicitly marked in the documents by the mark <p> and their corresponding 
identifiers.  

b) The string NOA to indicate that the system prefers not to answer the question 
(see Evaluation section). 

 

6. LANGUAGES  INVOLVED:  Basque (EU), Bulgarian (BG), Dutch (NL), English 
(EN), French (FR), German (DE), Italian (IT), Portuguese (PT), Romanian (RO) and 
Spanish (ES). All monolingual2 and bilingual3 combinations of questions will be 
activated, including Monolingual English. Basque (EU) has been included exclusively 
as a source languages, as there is no Basque collection available (which means that no 
monolingual EU-EU sub-task could be enacted). 

                                                 
1
 http://wt.jrc.it/lt/Acquis/ 

2
 Queries, target document collection, and responses are formulated in the same language.  

3
 Queries are formulated in a different language than the target document collection and the corresponding 
responses.  
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II.  IMPORTANT DATES  

 
 

ResPubliQA 2009: Track Schedule 

19 December 2008 Release of sample data 

1 February 2009 
Registration at the CLEF website.  
http://www.clef-campaign.org/ 

May 25 Release of test questions 

June 5 Hard deadline for participants' submissions 

July 15 Release of individual evaluated results 

August 14 Contributions for the Working Notes papers 

30 September - 02 October CLEF Workshop (Corfu, Greece) 

 
 
Test questions will we posted on the ResPubliQA website 
http://celct.isti.cnr.it/ResPubliQA/ on May 25 and submissions are due at CELCT 
within 5 days from the first test set download and not later than June 5 2009 by 11:59 
p.m. Late submissions will be discarded. 
Participant results will be submitted using an automatic submission procedure. Details 
about the submission procedure will be emailed to the mailing list when the test data is 
released. At that time, the organization will also release a routine that checks for 
common errors in submission files including such things as invalid document numbers, 
wrong formats, missing data, etc. Participants must check their runs with this script 
before submitting them. The automatic submission procedure will reject the submission 
if the script detects any error.  
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III.  DOCUMENT COLLECTION  
 
 
ResPubliQA collection is a subset of the JRC-ACQUIS Multilingual Parallel Corpus4. 
JRC-Acquis is a freely available parallel corpus containing the total body of European 
Union (EU) documents, of mostly legal nature. It comprises the contents, principles and 
political objectives of the EU treaties; EU legislation; declarations and resolutions, 
international agreements; acts and common objectives. Texts cover various subject 
domains, including economy, health, information technology, law, agriculture, food, 
politics and more. 
This collection of legislative text currently comprises selected texts written between 1950 
and 2006 with parallel translations in 22 languages. 
For more information visit the website. http://wt.jrc.it/lt/Acquis/ 
 
The corpus is encoded in XML, according to the TEI guidelines. 
 
Participants can download a sub-section of the corpus from the ResPubliQA website 
http://celct.isti.cnr.it/ResPubliQA/Downloads 
  
The collection of texts in all the 9 languages involved in the track (Bulgarian, Dutch, 
English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Romanian and Spanish) consists of 
roughly 10.700 parallel and aligned documents per language. 
The documents are sorted according to the language, and inside each language 
documents are grouped by year. 
All documents have a numerical identifier called the CELEX code (it helps to find the 
same text in the various languages). 
Each document contains the header (giving for instance the download URL and the 
EUROVOC codes) and the text (which consists of the title and a series of paragraphs) 
Text is divided in: 
- Body text, each paragraph marked with “<p>” tag,5  
- Optional signature (list of persons names, and references to other documents) and  
- Annex (list of addresses, list of goods, etc.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
4
 Please note that it cannot be guaranteed that a document available on-line exactly reproduces an officially adopted 

text. Only European Union legislation published in paper editions of the Official Journal of the European Union is 

deemed authentic 

5 Each paragraph of the text collection can be uniquely identified using the language, the CELEX identifier and the 

paragraph number.
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IV.   QUESTIONS 
  
The test set will include a pool of 500 questions in all the languages involved in the task. 
Questions in the test set will NOT be grouped in series and will NOT contain anaphoric 
links to other entities.  
 
As far as the question types are concerned, the following question categories will be 
considered: 
 
 

a) Factoid  
b) Definition 
c) Reason 
d) Purpose 
e) Procedure 
 
 
a) Factoid questions are fact-based questions, asking for the name of a person, a 

location, the extent of something, the day on which something happened, etc. 
 

Examples:  
 

Q: What is the minimum angle between the generated light beams and a headlamp’s reference axis? 
P: The visibility of the illuminating surface, including its visibility in areas which do 
not appear to be illuminated in the direction of observation considered, must be 
ensured within a divergent space defined by generating lines based on the perimeter 
of the illuminating surface and forming an angle of not less than 5º with the axis of 
reference of the headlamp. The origin of the angles of geometric visibility is the 
perimeter of the projection of the illuminating surface on a transverse plane tangent 
to the foremost part of the lens of the headlamp. 
 

Q: In how many languages is the Official Journal of the Community published? 
P: The Official Journal of the Community shall be published in the four official 
languages. 
 

b) Definition questions are questions such as "What/Who is X?", questions asking for 
the role/job/important information about someone, questions asking for the 
mission/full name/important information about an organization 

 

Examples:  
 

Q: What does IPP denote in the context of the environmental policies? 
P: Since then, new policy approaches on sustainable goods and services have been 
developed. These endeavours undertaken at all political levels have culminated in the 
Green Paper on Integrated Product Policy(1) (IPP). This document proposes a new 
strategy to strengthen and refocus product-related environmental policies and 
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develop the market for greener products, which will also be one of the key innovative 
elements of the sixth environmental action programme - Environment 2010: 
%quot%Our future, our choice%quot%(2). 

 
 
c) Reason questions: questions asking for the reasons/motives/motivations for 

something. happening 
 

Examples: 
 

Q: Why should the Regulation (EC) 1254 from 1999 be codified? 
P: (1) Commission Regulation (EC) No 562/2000 of 15 March 2000 laying down 
detailed rules for the application of Council Regulation (EC) No 1254/1999 as 
regards the buying-in of beef [2] has been substantially amended several times [3]. 
In the interests of clarity and rationality the said Regulation should be codified. 
 

Q: Why have the imports of live poultry from Romania been suspended? 
P: (2) Commission Decision 2005/710/EC of 13 October 2005 concerning 
certain protection measures in relation to highly pathogenic avian influenza in 
Romania [5] provides that Member States are to suspend imports of live poultry, 
ratites and farmed and wild feathered game and hatching eggs of those species 
from the whole territory of Romania and of certain products from birds from 
parts of that territory. 

 
 
d)  Purpose questions: questions asking for the aim/goal/objective of something 
 

Examples: 
 

Q: What is the Commission's aim in establishing financial forecasts each year, broken down by 
category of expenditure, for the three subsequent financial years? 
P: In order to place the budget of the Communities within a framework of 
forward planning for several years, the Commission shall, each year, after 
receiving the Opinion of the Budgetary Policy Committee, draw up a financial 
forecast for the three subsequent financial years, showing the financial 
implications for the Community resulting from Regulations and Decisions in 
force and from proposals submitted by the Commission to the Council. The 
forecast shall be broken down by category of expenditure. 
 

Q: What is the overall objective of the eco-label? 
P:  The overall objective of the eco-label is to promote products which have the 
potential to reduce negative environmental impacts, as compared with the other 
products in the same product group, thus contributing to the efficient use of 
resources and a high level of environmental protection. In doing so it contributes 
to making consumption more sustainable, and to the policy objectives set out in 
the Community's sustainable development strategy (for example in the fields of 
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climate change, resource efficiency and eco-toxicity), the sixth environmental 
action programme and the forthcoming White Paper on Integrated Product Policy 
Strategy 
 
 

e) Procedure questions: questions asking for a set of actions which is the official or 
accepted way of doing something: 
 

Examples: 
 

Q: What is the procedure to import an animal to the Community from a non-member country? 
P: Animals imported from non-member countries must, with respect to the 
requirements for their welfare, whilst being reared, receive treatment at least 
equivalent to that guaranteed by this Directive to animals of Community origin. 
This requirement must be stated in a certificate issued by the competent authority 
of the non-member country concerned. 

 
 
 
 

V.   RESPONSES 

Each participating group is allowed to participate in any task. Participants are invited to 
consider questions and target languages in any language. 
 
There is no limitation on the number of language pairs each participant/group can 
submit. Anyway, only a maximum of two runs per language pair will be accepted. 
All submitted runs will be manually judged. 
 
All questions must have a response (paragraph or NOA) and no partial submissions will 
be accepted. 
N:B: Anyway, systems that prefer to leave some questions unanswered, can 
OPTIONALLY decide to submit also the candidate passage string. If so, systems will be 
evaluated for the responses they return also in the cases in which they opted not to 
answer.  
 
System will receive natural language queries as input, process the document collection 
and return just one single paragraph as output. Paragraphs are delimited by the 
mark <p> in the collection. Each question must receive one of the following two 
responses: 

a) A paragraph with the candidate answer, or 
b) The string NOA to indicate that the system prefers not to answer the question 
(see Evaluation section) 
 

• Each paragraph returned by the system is required to be an extract from a 
document in the parallel corpus, so the passage string must be simply cut and 
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pasted from the corresponding document. No automatic generation of 
information contained in different sections of the relevant document is allowed.  

 

• Each paragraph is supposed to contain the answer to the question. The selected 
paragraph must provide enough context to make it clear for the manual assessors 
if the answer is indeed responsive or not. 

 

• There is no maximum length of paragraph retrieved but the entire <p> should 
be returned; even in case of long paragraphs, they should not be truncated. 

 
Each paragraph returned must be supported by: 
 

1. The associated document [doc_id] of the ACQUIS aligned corpus from which the 
paragraph has been extracted; 

2. The id of the paragraph [p_id] from which the paragraph has been cut/pasted. 

 
 
 
 
VI.   FORMATS 

 

VI.I   TEST SET FORMAT 

 

DTD for the test sets format can be downloaded from the ResPubliQA web site 
http://celct.isti.cnr.it/ResPubliQA/Downloads 
 
Test sets will be formatted as an xml file (UTF-8 encoded). 
The xml will be structured with elements containing the following information:  
       

source_lang    target_lang    q_id    q_string 
 

where:  

• source_lang  is the source language 
• target_lang is the target language 
• q_id is the question number (4 digits – 0001 to 0500) 
• q_string is the question (UTF-8 encoded)  string 

 

i.e.: 
 
 
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8" ?> 
<input> 

<q q_id="0001-0500" 
source_lang="BG|DE|EN|ES|EU|FR|IT|NL|PT|RO" 
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target_lang="BG|DE|EN|ES|FR|IT|NL|PT|RO">Question?</q> 
</input> 

 
Example:  
 
Four questions in a hypothetical  EN-EN test set – i.e. English questions that hit the 
English document collection - might be represented as follows: 
 
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8" ?> 
 
<input> 
 

<q q_id="0001" source_lang="EN" target_lang="EN"> What should a 
driver of a Croatian heavy goods vehicle carry with?</q> 
<q q_id="0002" source_lang="EN" target_lang="EN"> What should the 
Commission under the Regulation (EC) No 2422/2001 create? </q> 
<q q_id="0003" source_lang="EN" target_lang="EN"> What convention 
has been done at Brussels on 15 December 1950? </q> 
<q q_id="0004" source_lang="EN" target_lang="EN"> How are the 
rights of transit also called?</q> 
 

</input> 

 
 

VI.II   SUBMISSION FORMAT 

 

DTD for the submission format can be downloaded from the ResPubliQA web site 
http://celct.isti.cnr.it/ResPubliQA/Downloads 
 
A submission file for the ResPubliQA task must be an xml file (UTF-8 encoded) of  
the form: 

q_id    run_id       answered    passage-string    p_id    docid   
 

 
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8" ?> 
 
<output> 

<a q_id="0001-0500"  run_id="XXXX091XXXX" answered="YES|NO"> 
<passage_string p_id="11" docid "jrc31960D051-

en.xml">xyz</passage_string> 
 

</a> 
</output> 
 

where:  

• q_id is the question number as given in the test set (of the form 0001 to 0500) 
Passages must be returned in the same ascending (increasing) order in which 
questions appear in the test set 

• run_id is the run ID an alphanumeric string which identifies the runs of each 
participant. It should be the concatenation of the following elements: 

∼ the team ID (sequence of four lower case ASCII characters) 
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∼ the current year (09 stands for 2009) 

∼ the number of the run (1 for the first one, or 2 for the second one) 

∼ the task identifier (including both source and target languages, as in the 
test set).  

Clearly, the content of this field never changes within the same submission 
file. Each submission file must be named all in lower case, with an .xml 
extension, e.g. “clct091itit.xml” 

• answered indicates if the question has been answered or not. If the value for the 
attribute "answered" is NO, system can leave the paragraph_string empty, or 
OPTIONALLY decide to return the candidate paragraph. This second option will 
be used to additionally evaluate the validation performance. 

• passage_string  is a text string; the entire paragraph which encloses the answer 
to the question  

• p_id is the number of the paragraph from which the passage_string has been 
extracted 

• docid is the ID of the document 
  
 

A sample submission file is reproduced here below, which consists of the passage strings 
found by human assessors.  
Example: 
- <output> 

- <a q_id="0001" run_id="clct091enen" answered="YES"> 

  <passage_string p_id="21" docid="jrc22003A0618_01-en.xml">4. The driver of a Croatian 

heavy goods vehicle registered on or after 1 October 1990 shall also carry, and produce 

upon request, a COP document, modelled on Annex E, as evidence of the NOx emissions 

of that vehicle. Heavy goods vehicles first registered before 1 October 1990 or in respect 

of which no document is produced shall be assumed to have a COP value of 15,8 

g/kWh.</passage_string>  

  </a> 

- <a q_id="0002" run_id="clct091enen" answered="YES"> 

  <passage_string p_id="10" docid="jrc32003D0168-en.xml">(1) In compliance with 

Regulation (EC) No 2422/2001, the Commission should establish a European Community 

Energy Star Board (hereinafter referred to as the %quot%ECESB%quot%) to carry out 

the EC Energy Star programme, as defined in the Agreement between the Government of 

the United States of America and the European Community on the coordination of energy 

efficient labelling programmes for office equipment(2).</passage_string>  

  </a> 

- <a q_id="0003" run_id="clct091enen" answered="YES"> 

  <passage_string p_id="8" docid="jrc21987A0720_01-en.xml">CONSIDERING that changes 

in technology and the patterns of international trade require extensive modifications to 

the Convention on Nomenclature for the Classification of Goods in Customs Tariffs, done 

at Brussels on 15 December 1950,</passage_string>  

  </a> 

- <a q_id="0004" run_id="clct091enen" answered="YES"> 

  <passage_string p_id="7" docid="jrc22003A0618_01-en.xml">1. Ecopoints (rights of 

transit) for Croatian heavy goods vehicles transiting through Austria allocated for 2003: 

171904 ecopoints.</passage_string>  

  </a> 

</output> 
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VII.   EVALUATION 

 

One of the principles that will guide the evaluation this year is the following: to leave a 
question unanswered has more value than to give a wrong answer. Systems able to 
reduce the number of wrong answers by deciding not to answer some questions will be 
rewarded by the evaluation measure. However, systems must ensure that they maintain a 
similar number of questions correctly answered. A reduction in this number will be 
punished by the evaluation measure. 
 

The Answer Validation Exercise 2006-2008 (http://nlp.uned.es/clef-qa/ave) opened the 
development of the Machine Learning-based techniques able to decide if a candidate 
answer is finally acceptable or not. An improvement in the accuracy of this decision will 
lead to more powerful QA architectures with new feedback loops. One of the goals this 
year is to effectively introduce these techniques in current QA systems. 
 

Only one answer per question will be permitted this year. The files submitted by 
participants will be manually judged by native speaking assessors. 
 

The systems will have the possibility of “not to answer a question” returning the string 
"NOA". This is not to be confused with the traditional NIL answer. In fact, meanwhile 
the meaning of NIL was "There is no answer", the meaning of NOA is "No answer is 
given" (system is not sure enough and prefers not to answer rather than giving a wrong 
answer). 
 

 

As a consequence, after the human assessment there will be three kind of judged 
responses: 

- Questions answered correctly 
- Questions answered incorrectly 

- Questions unanswered 
 

The unique measure considered in this evaluation campaign will be the following: 
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where 
nAC: is the number of questions correctly answered 

nU: number of questions unanswered 

n: the total number of questions 
 

The interpretation of the measure is the following: 

 

1. A system that gives answer to all the questions will receive a score equal to the 
accuracy measure used in the past editions: Since nU is 0, c@1 = nAC/n 
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2. The unanswered questions will add value to c@1 as if they were answered with the 
same accuracy they have shown. This can be thought as a hypothetical second 
chance in which the system will be able to answer the unanswered questions with 
the same accuracy they showed before (i.e. nAC/n). 

 

3. A system that doesn’t return any answer (gives NOA to all the questions) will 
receive a score equal to 0 (due to nAC=0 in both summands). 

 

In summary, systems will be rewarded, if giving NOA they are reducing the number of 
wrong answers, but maintaining a similar number of correct answers.  
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